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Carta Aberta

Organizacdes de investigacao Europeias e Globais
pedem ao Parlamento Europeu
para encorajar a sociedade a respeitar o
aconselhamento cientifico independente
e a condenar ataques fisicos a cientistas

Bruxelas, 01.07.2016, Actualizado em 11.7.2016
Ao Presidente do Parlamento Europeu, Senhor Martin Schulz
Estimado Senhor Schulz,

No dia 7 de Junho de 2016, a Autoridade Europeia de Seguranca Alimentar (EFSA) em
Parma, ltalia, recebeu uma encomenda que continha material explosivo enderegado a um
cientista que fornece aconselhamento cientifico independente a EFSA. Este incidente
aconteceu depois da entrada forcada e da invasdao das instalagdes da EFSA no ano
passado. Os signatarios desta carta representam relevantes organizagdes cientificas
nacionais e internacionais. Estamos profundamente consternados por estes ataques e
enviamos esta carta directamente a si para expressar a nossa preocupacao. Estes ataques
cobardes ndo s&o apenas ataques a cientistas individuais que cumprem o seu dever para
com uma agéncia da Unido Europeia (UE) e que servem assim os cidadados da UE, mas séo



também ataques a nossa sociedade aberta e transparente e ao processo cientifico e
intelectual.

Sentimos que os cientistas apoiados com financiamento publico estdo a lidar com um
numero cada vez maior de ameacas na Europa e no resto do mundo. No ultimos anos,
programas cientificos experimentais tém sido atacados em varios locais na Europa, muitos
deles a realizar investigacao financiada pela UE. Incidentes semelhantes ocorreram nos
Estados Unidos da América, nas Filipinas e em pelo menos quatro ataques com ameaca a
vida foram concretizados contra investigadores e instituicbes de investigagdo na América
Latina no ultimo ano. Ameacas a cientistas apoiados por financiamento publico séo
ameacas a sociedade que se apoia em evidéncias produzidas com independéncia. Vemos
estes ataques como resultado de uma tendéncia hostil contra a ciéncia que se esta a
disseminar e a inspirar actos extremistas. O que esta em causa é a independéncia da
ciéncia e o seu papel essencial no sistema democratico da concretizagao da decisao.

Nao podemos continuar em siléncio. Estes actos violentos demonstram uma intolerancia
perigosa a expressdo aberta de opinidbes de especialistas e do desenvolvimento
democratico, social e cientifico. Acreditamos na razdo e no dialogo. Através do nosso
trabalho estimulamos a inovacdo, melhoramentos meios de subsisténcia, minimizamos
impactos ambientais e promovemos um futuro melhor. Além disso, o aconselhamento
cientifico independente é crucial para o debate informado e os processos adequados para
a tomada de decisdo sobre questdes complexas. Estamos convencidos que tais actos de
agressao nao impedem apenas o0 progresso, mas também desestabilizam a sociedade e
corroem a democracia.

Uma vez que a EFSA fornece aconselhamento cientifico independente as instituicbes da
UE e aos Estados Membros, existe a necessidade imediata de agir ao nivel da Uniao
Europeia. Pedimos que o Parlamento Europeu encoraje a sociedade a respeitar o
aconselhamento cientifico independente e que condene de forma unanime e incondicional
os recentes ataques a EFSA, reiterando o seu apoio a investigagdo cientifica e que
proponha medidas para prevenir ataques especificos a cientistas e/ou a instalagoes
cientificas. O progresso cientifico tem importancia fundamental para a sociedade.
Esperamos que considere a urgéncia deste assunto e que o Parlamento Europeu mostre
apoio ao sector Europeu das ciéncias da vida.

Com os melhores cumprimentos,

Prof. Jose Pio Beltran
Presidente da Organizagao Europeia para a Investigagao em Plantas, EPSO,
www.epsoweb.org

Em nome das organizagdes cientificas, associa¢des e academias signatarias:

Actualizado em 11.7.2016: 21 organizagbes foram adicionadas as 35 que constam da carta original
de 1.7.2016

Academia Europaea, International, David Coates, Executive Secretary; www.ae-info.org
Agrobioinstitute, ABI, BG, Rossitza Batchvarova, Director; www.abi.bg

Agroscope, CH, Michael Gysi, Head; www.agroscope.admin.ch

Australian Academy of Science, AU, Andrew Holmes, President, Cheryl Praeger, Foreign Secretary,
Les Field, Secretary Science Policy; www.science.org.au

Austrian Association of Molecular Life Sciences and Biotechnology, OEGMBT, AT, Josef Gloessl,
Vice-President; www.oegmbt.at

Biotechnology Committee of Polish Academy of Sciences, PL, Tomasz Twardowski, President;
http://www.kbiotech.pan.pl/en




Centre for Biotechnology Information, CiB, PT, Pedro Fevereiro, President; www.cibpt.org

Consiglio per la ricerca in agricoltura e I'analisi delleconomia agraria, CREA, IT, Salvatore Parlato
Special Commissioner; http://www.crea.gov.it/

Copenhagen Plant Science Centre, CPSC, DK, Poul Erik Jensen, Head; http://cpsc.ku.dk

Czech National Technology Platform "Plants for the Future", CZ, Tomas Vanek, Head; weblink

Czech Society of Experimental Plant Biology, CSEBR, CZ, Jana Albrechtova, President;
http://www.csebr.cz/

European Academies Science Advisory Council, EASAC, Europe, Jos van der Meer, President;
www.easac.eu

European Federation of Academies of Sciences and Humanities, ALLEA, Europe, Giinter Stock,
President; www.allea.org

European Plant Science Organisation, EPSO, International, Jose Pio Beltran, President & Karin
Metzlaff, Executive Director; www.epsoweb.org

French Society of Plant Biologists,SFBV, FR, Anis Limami, President; http://sfbv.snv.jussieu.fr

Forage Science, AgResearch, NZ, Tony Conner, Science Group Leader; www.agresearch.co.nz
German Life Sciences Association, VBIO, DE, Bernd Miller-Réber, President; www.vbio.de

Global Plant Council, GPC, International, Barry Pogson, President; http://globalplantcouncil.org
Institute of Molecular Genetics and Genetic Engineering, University of Belgrade, IMGGE, SB, Bojana
Banovi¢, Research Associate; http://imgge.bg.ac.rs/

Institute of Experimental Botany of the Academy of Sciences, CZ, Martin Vagner, President;
www.ueb.cas.cz

Instituto de Tecnologia Quimica e Bioldgica Anténio Xavier, ITQB NOVA, PT, Claudio M Soares,
Director, Margarida Oliveira & Inés C. Pereira, vice-Directors; www.itgb.unl.pt

Instituto Superior de Agronomia, ISA, PT, Amarilis de Varennes, President; www.isa.ulisboa.pt

Italian National Academy of Agriculture, IT, Giorgio Cantelli Forti, President

Italian National Academy of Sciences, IT, Emilia Chiancone, President; www.accademiaxl.it/en.html
Italian Society of Agricultural Genetics, SIGA, IT, Michele Morgante, President; www.geneticagraria.it

Italian Society of Plant Biology, SIBV, IT, Paolo Trost, President; www.sibv.it
Linnean Centre for Plant Biology, SE, Eva Sundberg, Chair; http://lcpu.se

Marie Curie Alumni Association, MCAA, International, Brian Cahill, Chair; www.mariecuriealumni.eu
PlantLink, SE, Leif Bilow, Director; www.plantlink.se

Polish Society of Experimental Plant Biology, PTBER, PL, Iwona Ciereszko, President;
http://ptber.org.pl/default/en

Portuguese Society of Plant Physiology, SPFV, PT, Jorge Marques da Silva, President Direction
SPFV & Margarida Oliveira, President General Assembly SPFV; www.spfv.pt
Public Research and Regqulation Initiative, PRRI, International, Marc Van Montagu, Chair; www.prri.net

Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters, KDVS, DK, Michael Broberg Palmgren,
Representative to EASAC; www.royalacademy.dk

Royal Irish Academy, RIA, IE, John Maguire, Acting Head of Policy and International Relations;
www.ria.ie

Royal Society of Biology including the UK Plant Sciences Federation, UK, Laura Bellingan, Director of
Science Policy; www.rsb.org.uk , www.plantsci.org.uk/

Scandinavian Plant Physiology Society, SPPS, SE, Stefan Jansson, President; www.spps.fi

Sense about Science EU, UK, Sofie Vanthornout, Director; www.senseaboutscience.org

Serbian Plant Physiology Society, SPPS, RS, Jovanka Miljus-Djukic, President; www.dfbs.org.rs
Slovenian society of plant biology, SL, Spela Baebler, President; http://www.plantslo.org/home.php
Sociedad Cientifica Informatica de Espafia, SCIE, ES, Miguel Toro, President; http://www.scie.es
Sociedad Espaiiola de Epidemiologia, SEE, ES, Esteve Fernéndez, President;
http://www.seepidemiologia.es/

Sociedad Espaiiola de Farmacologia, SEF, ES, Jesus Sanz Ferrando, President;
http://www.socesfar.com

Sociedad Espaiiola de Fitopatologia, SEF, ES, Presidente, Jesus Murillo; http://sef.es/

Sociedad Espanola de Microbiologia, SEM, ES, Antonio Ventosa Ucero, President;
http://www.semicrobiologia.org/index.php

Society for Experimental Biology, SEB, UK, Paul Hutchinson, CEO; www.sebiology.org

Spanish Royal Physics Society, RSEF, ES, Jose Adolfo de Azcarraga, President; https://rsef.es/




Spanish Society for Virology, SEV, ES, Albert Bosch, President; http://sevirologia.es/

Spanish Society of Plant Physiology, SEFV, ES, Aurelio Gomez-Cadenas, President; http://sefv.net
Swiss Society of Agronomy, SSA (SGPW), CH, Roland Kaolliker, General Secretary;
www.naturalsciences.ch/organisations/sgpw

The Federation of European Societies of Plant Biology, FESPB, Europe, Stefan Jansson, President;
www.fespb.org

The Royal Society, UK, Venki Ramakrishnan, President; https://royalsociety.org

VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, FI, Antti Vasara, President; www.vtt.fi

Umea Plant Science Centre, UPSC, SE, Ove Nilsson, Director; www.upsc.se

University of Milan, IT, Gianluca Vago, Rector; www.unimi.it

Wissenschaftlerkreis Griine Gentechnik, WGG, DE, Klaus-Dieter Jany, Chair; http://wgg-ev.jimdo.com

Cc Vice-President of the European Parliament, Mrs. Maired McGuinness

President of the European Commission, Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker
European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation, Mr. Carlos Moedas

Contacts

Prof. Jose Pio Beltran Prof. Stefan Jansson Prof. Jos van der Meer

& Prof. Joachim Schiemann

European Plant Science Federation of European European Academies’
Organisation Societies of Plant Biology Science Advisory Council
EPSO FESPB EASAC

T: +34-669638053 (JPB) T: +46-70-677-2331 T:+49 345 4723 9833

T: +49-3946-47503 (JS)

jbeltran@ibmcp.upv.es stefan.jansson@umu.se secretariat@easac.eu

joachim.schiemann@ijki.bund.de

About EPSO

EPSO, the European Plant Science Organisation, is an independent academic organisation that represents more
than 220 research institutes, departments and universities from 28 European countries, Australia, Japan and New
Zealand, and 3.300 individuals Personal Members, representing over 28 000 people working in plant science.
EPSO’s mission is to improve the impact and visibility of plant science in Europe, to provide authoritative source
of independent information on plant science including science advice to policy, and to promote training of plant
scientists to meet the 21st century challenges in breeding, agriculture, horticulture, forestry, plant ecology and
sectors related to plant science. www.epsoweb.org

About FESPB

FESPB, the Federation of European Societies of Plant Biology (formerly the Federation of European Societies of
Plant Physiology) was founded in 1978 and today it is one of Europe 's largest and most widely representative
society of Plant Scientists. The aims of FESPB are to advance research, education, and the exchange of
information amongst plant biologists within Europe and beyond, and to support the publication of the results of
research through its six affiliated international journals. www.fespb.org

About EASAC

EASAC, the European Academies' Science Advisory Council, is formed by the national science academies of the
EU Member States to enable them to collaborate with each other in providing independent science advice to
European policy-makers. It thus provides a means for the collective voice of European science to be heard.
EASAC was founded in 2001 at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. National science academies recognise
that the scope of their advisory functions needs to extend beyond the national to cover also the European level.
Through EASAC, the academies work together to provide independent, expert, evidence-based advice about the
scientific aspects of public policy to those who make or influence policy within the European institutions.
www.easac.eu



