
Individually Tailored Healthcare for Animals Using Gut Microbiomics 
Our mission 
VetOmix offers an exclusively tailored healthcare for animals. We provide valuable analytical 
insights into an animal’s gut microbiota to improve their wellbeing. 

The company and management 
VetOmix is headquartered in the city of Oeiras, Portugal. It is headed by Patricia Reed, PhD 
(microbiologist) and Sara Ehsani Majd, PhD (medical engineer), two experienced scientists 
who care deeply for animals. In addition, we are partnered with an equine nutritionist and an 
equine veterinarian. 

Customer problem 
Over 100 trillion microorganisms reside in the gut, comprising the gut microbiota, outnum-
bering body cells 10-to-1. Given its importance to digestion, immunity, and even mood and 
behaviour, the gut microbiota is nowadays considered an organ in its own right. Up to 90% of 
all diseases can in some way be traced back to an imbalanced gut microbiota — from diabe-
tes and cancer to rheumatoid arthritis and autism. Understandably, the gut microbiota has 
become a hot area of the wellness industry, with targeted personalized medicine emerging as 
a treatment for many disorders. An increasing number of people, spearheaded by athletes 
and celebrities, are monitoring and taking action to improve this organ. 

Why not extrapolate the same approach from humans to animals, promoting longer and hap-
pier lives? Contrary to the human market, this has been largely ignored. In this sense, horses 
are an interesting market as they occupy competition, pet, and farm niches. Analogously to 
humans, horses suffer from a range of diseases linked to the gut microbiota, e.g., gastric ul-
cers, laminitis, and colic. At least 70% of competition horses suffer from these diseases, and 
nearly 10% of them each year go through elective euthanasia, at significant economic and 
emotional cost to owners. 

Our service 

We provide the horse market with the same tailored gut microbiome care that human celebri-
ties and athletes are offered. All we need is a faecal sample from the animal. Using next gen-
eration sequencing, we characterise the microbiome of the sample and are then able to un-
cover the health state of the animal. Our equine expert nutritionist and veterinarian then pro-
vide nutrition and customised healthcare advice for each horse. 

Our customers 
Our service will be offered to owners mainly via veterinarians and trainers, but also directly. 
Targets range from competition horses — show jumping, dressage, and racing — to pets. 

Our market 
The global microbiome market values over $500m (growing to $3b in 2025), the equine sec-
tor is worth close to $5b/year, and the equine healthcare market values over $800b/year. 

Our competitive advantage  
We are bringing specific expertise to a little explored market, and one that relies majorly on 
local access. This makes us pioneers in the Portuguese market. Even abroad, our only direct 
European competition is a company in the UK providing equine microbiome sequencing. We 
aim at dominating the local market, enabling future growth. A successful scaling will then 
drive down costs and promote further expansion. 

Start-up financing requirements 

At VetOmix we aim to become a reference in applying tailored medical approaches towards 
animal welfare. Our main investment is in the talent needed to provide this service. Together 
with analysis costs, we estimate a need for €800k for the first 3 years. We invite you to join 
our passionate journey and support us to reach our goal. k
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